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FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD

Greetings!

You're reading this report because somewhere along
the line you developed a place in your heart for
women and men living in poverty.

Perhaps you’ve made q donation - or several - to
Five Talents during the 2013-2014 fiscal year. If so,
thank you! Your generous support helped 79, 276
women and men gain access to savings groups,
micro-business loans, skills training and mentoring.

Perhaps you attended our Fall Gala, teed off at our
annual golf event, or “Liked” oyr Facebook Page.
Maybe your church has placed Five Talents on your

mission prayer list.

Or possibly you are just now hearing about Five
Ialents for the first time; you Googled “Christian
microfinance” and here you are.
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No matter who Yyou are or how you got here, thank
Yyou for endeavoring to join the fight against poverty.

Inthese pages, you'll find proof of the impact our
supporters are making in communities in Kenya,
South Sudan, Burundi,
and elsewhere.

Indonesia, Myanmar, Bolivig

Iake in the stories. Marvel at the transformation.
And come along with me, the board and staff of
Five Talents, our partners and - most importantly -
our savings and loan group members on the road out

of poverty.

Thank you,

Bill Eggbeer

Chair, Board of Directors
Five Talents USA
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LATIN AMERICA

BOLIVIA

For nearly six years, Five Talents has been working in remote villages in the foothills of Bolivia’s Andes
mountains. One in two people live below the poverty line, according to the World Bank. In partnership
with Seeds of Blessing, savings groups were organized through individual church communities. Today,
participants come from neighborhoods and communities outside the local churches as well. In the coming
year, Seeds of Blessing plans to hire new staff members and expand into villages in Potosi and Sucre.
Type of program: Savings-led

Partner(s): Seeds of Blessing, Anglican Church of Bolivia, Association of Evangelical Churches of Tarija
Members in 2013-2014: 179

PERU

One of the hallmarks of Five Talents’ work in Peru is the rural pastoral care program, in which financially-
excluded women and men receive spiritual mentoring, along with micro-business loans and business skills
training through their loan group meetings. In many of the communities where Five Talents works, such

as Huancavelica, the poverty rate is more than double the national average of 26 percent. Five Talents is
currently focused on serving the very poorest of the poor and hopes to continue to impact remote villages
well into the future.

Type of program: Credit-led

Partner(s): ECLOF Peru, Anglican Diocese of Peru

Members in 2013-2014: 975
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ASIA

INDONESIA

Program participants in Indonesia gain access to micro-business loans, participate in a savings program and receive
training in budgeting and other business skills. Their families, many of which face unhealthy living conditions, also
gain access to free medical clinics several times a year. Women who run micro-businesses must make many difficult
choices. For example, it is not uncommon for micro-entrepreneurs in the slums of Jakarta to feel they must accept
a loan with an interest rate of over 375 percent from a local money-lender. Five Talents has partnered with The
GERHATI Foundation since 2003 to provide a far more beneficial alternative.

Type of program: Credit-led

Partner(s): The GERHATI Foundation, All Saints Church in Jakarta, Anglican Diocese of Singapore

Members in 2013-2014: 4,346

MYANMAR

The early stages of Five Talents’ partnership with Mothers’ Union in Myanmar and the Province of Myanmar has
focused on establishing savings and loan groups in the mostly rural and undeveloped Irrawaddy River Delta region
and in the hot and humid outskirts of Yangon. Some of these groups are creating joint agricultural enterprises - an
innovative approach that has proven to be remarkably effective. The program, which began in 2011, is seen by local
leaders as tranformative - not just at the individual level, but also at the church and community levels. This program
will expand to two additional diocese in 2015.

Type of program: Savings-led

Partner(s): Mothers’ Union, Anglican Church of the Province of Myanmar

Members in 2013-2014: 78

PHILIPPINES

Five Talents continues to maintain strong ties in the Philippines with the Center for Community Transformation
(CCT). Since this relationship began in 2000, CCT’s microcredit program, a work that Five Talents helped to launch,
continues to thrive and benefit women, men and their families. After Typhoon Haiyan, Five Talents helped CCT to
support clients whose homes were lost and businesses were destroyed, providing funds for water, food, temporary
shelter - and for the rebuilding of client micro-enterprises.

Type of program: Credit-led

Partner(s): Center for Community Transformation
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AFRICA

BURUNDI

The size of the program in Burundi - one of Five Talents’ largest - is a reflection of the great need that exists there.
Burundi is the fifth poorest country in the world. Decades of civil war have slowed development, especially in rural
communities. Five Talents has partnered with Mothers’ Union (MU) to bring savings group formation and business
skills training to women and men who have learned to read and write. Over the next two years, Five Talents and MU
plan to expand the program into 550 more communities. As a result, tens of thousands more women and men will
learn how to budget, contribute to savings and emergency funds and take the lead on development issues within
their own communities.

Type of program: Savings-led

Partner(s): Mothers’ Union, Province of the Anglican Church of Burundi

Members in 2013-2014: 18,175

KENYA

Five Talents, with our partners in Kenya, have established 53 village savings and loan groups with over 8,400
members. The groups and their portfolios continue to grow, and this has led to the creation of three new village
“banks” - secure buildings where group members can conduct their business daily rather than at lengthy monthly
meetings. In the coming year, the banks will begin trials to move away from paper record-keeping in favor of digital
solutions and mobile money, a great tool that is rapidly being adopted even among the poor and marginalized.
Type of Program: Savings-led

Partner (s): Thika Community Development Trust (TCDT), Anglican Church of Kenya, Thika Diocese

Members in 2013-2014: 8,412

SUDAN & SOUTH SUDAN

Political and ethnic violence in South Sudan made 2013-2014 a challenging year for women and men throughout
the country. Despite the conflict our program has continued to serve South Sudanese in the main project areas of
Juba, Renk, Lainya, Wau, Kuajok and Lietnhom. Many people in other areas have been displaced from their homes
and have been relocated to the communities where we work. Meanwhile, the two village banks that Five Talents
helped to establish in Kuajok and Lietnhom continue to serve their communities. Over the next 12 months, Five
Talents hopes to see other existing groups join one of the two operating cooperative banks, where members can
benefit from more advanced financial services that are virtually nonexistent otherwise.

Type of program: Savings-led

Partner(s): Mothers’ Union, World Concern, The Episcopal Church of Sudan

Members in 2013-2014: 23,212



AFRICA

TANZANIA

This women-only program is now self-sustaining after seven years of patient investment by Five Talents
supporters. Most of the nearly 5,000 members live in rural areas many hours from the nearest bank. Some
field officers have motorbikes to access the areas, and this year, the team began offering loans for solar
equipment and help with installation. By the middle of 2014, trials using mobile phones to send loans and
receive repayments began, thereby reducing the risk of cash-handling and the considerable time and financial
cost of travelling with money.

Type of Program: Credit-led

Partner(s): Mama Bahati Foundation, Anglican Diocese of Ruaha

Members in 2013-2014: 4,938

UGANDA

In early 2014, a satellite branch office in Kisoro, Uganada, near the conflict-prone border with the Democratic
Republic of Congo, was upgraded to a full branch. This is the third branch office in the country. Of the more
than 5,000 women and men participating in the Uganda program, nearly half had never before received a
micro-business loan.

Type of Program: Credit-led

Partner: Five Talents Uganda, Anglican Church of Uganda

Members in 2013-2014: 5,157
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